
A PARENTS/CARERS GUIDE 
TO THE KEY STAGE 1 CUR-
RICULUM AT LUMLEY IN-

FANT AND NURSERY 
SCHOOL 

 

A new National Curriculum was         intro-
duced in 2014 with the main aim of        rais-
ing standards and aligning education in the 
UK with the world’s most           successful 
school  systems such as      Singapore and 
Finland. 

The new curriculum  is intended to be more 
challenging, the content is slimmer than the 
previous curriculum, focusing      primarily 
on essential core subject knowledge and 
skills.  Teaching less   content but in greater 
depth  will       support our  children in mas-
tering key  skills which they can then use 
and  apply in a range of contexts. 

This leaflet summarises the programme of 
studies taught across the curriculum and 
outlines how we ensure all pupils make 
good progress in their learning. 

“Fun to teach and fun to learn.!” 

Geography 
Children develop knowledge about the world, 

the UK and their locality. They learn to name 

and locate the world’s seven     continents and 

five oceans and countries that make up the 

UK. They compare and contrast geographical 

features locally and internationally.  

History   
Children learn about historical changes within 
living memory and events beyond living 
memory that are significant         nationally or 
globally e.g. The Great Fire of      London.  
They also research the lives of significant indi-
viduals in the past e.g  Queen Victoria and 
Neil Armstrong. 

Art 
Children develop their skills in drawing, 

painting and sculpture.  They learn about the 

work of a range of  artists, craft    makers and 

designers.  

Design and Technology 
Pupils are taught to design, make and  evalu-

ate their models and products. They gain 

technical knowledge of how to make   struc-

tures stronger and explore simple        mecha-

nisms. 

Music 
Pupils develop their singing skills.  They play 
percussion instruments and produce simple 
compositions. They listen to a range of live 
and recorded music.  

Religious Education 

RE is taught through the Durham locally 
agreed syllabus.     

 

 Physical Education 
Children access a broad range of activities to extend 
their agility, balance and co-ordination. They master 
basic movements and participate in team games and 
perform dance/gymnastic routines to an audience. 

Topic Cycles 

 

 

Autumn 

2018 

Spring 

2019 

Summer 

2019 

World Kitchen Wonders of the 

World 

Innovation 

2019 

Jurassic Forest 

 

2020 

Dungeons and 

Dragons 

2020 

Expeditions & 

Adventures 

Assessing pupil progress 
Teachers evaluate children’s knowledge 

and understanding on a day to day basis 

and tailor their teaching accordingly.  This is called 

formative assessment and includes questioning, 

observation, discussion and scrutiny of children’s 

work. 

Termly, teachers will evaluate children’s  
progress towards meeting the year’s objectives 
(Programmes of Study.) This is called        summa-
tive assessment.  When discussing your child’s 
progress the teacher will use phrases such as: 

Working towards the expected standard - work-
ing towards the year’s objectives. 

Working at the national standard - achieved the  
year’s objectives. 

Working at greater depth within the      national 
standard – confidently uses and applies the year’s 
objectives through a wide range of activities 
demonstrating breadth and depth in their learn-
ing. 



Science 

Our principle focus  
is to enable children to experience and 
observe the world around them.  They 
are   encouraged to be curious and ask 
questions about what they notice.  
Through   thinking scientifically, they use 
enquiry based investigations to      an-
swer their own questions.  This   includes 
observing change overtime,     noticing 
patterns, grouping and        classifying 
things and carrying out simple compara-
tive tests.   

Study units include: investigating plants, 
animals including humans,  materials 
and seasonal change. 

Computing 

Children are taught to create and   de-
bug simple programs using simple in-
structions (alogorithms).  They use a 
range of  technology (computers, ipads, 
programmable toys and coding soft-
ware) to create, organise, store, manipu-
late and retrieve digital      content.   

Embedded  within all curriculum    sub-
jects children are taught to use        tech-
nology safely    follow-
ing our e-safety rules 
and to keep their own 
personal           infor-
mation private. 

 

Spelling, Punctuation and      Grammar 

The English curriculum places a  greater 
emphasis on children learning  spelling 
patterns and to use the    correct  gram-
matical terms when   discussing what 
they have written or read.  These in-
clude the terms verbs, nouns, adjec-
tives, suffixes,          homophones, com-
pound words,    pronouns, apostrophes 
to name a few! 

Mathematics 

The new maths curriculum covers less 
content but in greater depth.        Em-
phasis is placed on supporting  pupils to 
think mathematically as  opposed to 
reciting formulas and  procedures. We 
follow the Maths–No Problem! Scheme 
which builds up mathematical concepts 
and processes adapted from the mas-
tery            approaches used in Singa-
pore. 

The Maths-No Problem scheme uses 
the Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract        (C-P-
A) approach to help children  recognise 
patterns, relationships and make con-
nections to deepen their mathematical 
knowledge in order to solve problems. 

 

 

English 

Speaking and Listening 

Children are taught to develop their 
competence in spoken language and   
listening to enable them to                 
communicate across a range of     con-
texts and to a range of audiences.  Chil-
dren develop skills in questioning, de-
scribing, participating in discussions and 
evaluating different view points.          
Opportunities for debating, presenting 
and drama are embedded within all  
subjects. 

Reading 

Children continue to develop and   apply 
their phonics knowledge to   decode and 
encode sounds to read and spell words 
through discrete daily phonic sessions.  
They also develop their knowledge to 
speedily recognise words on-sight.  Em-
phasis is placed on reading for enjoy-
ment and developing                 compre-
hension skills through exposure to a 
wide range of stories, poems, plays and 
information texts. 

Writing 

Children are taught to compose     sen-
tences orally before they write them and 
sequence sentences to form     narra-
tives, events and descriptions.  They are 
taught to edit and improve their written 
pieces . Children in Year 2 learn to join 
their handwriting. 

 


